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TO THE 
HONOURABLE 


AND 


Right Rev. F ather in Go, 


'R ICHAR D, 
Lord Biſhop of 


DURH A M. 


My Loxp, 


HE Honour, which your Lord- 

ſhip daily contributes to the or- 

der and ſtation, wherein you preſide, 
and the favour, which you have ſhewn 
to the author of theſe diſcourſes, have 
been my motives, fince they were or- 
dered to appear in publick, to aſk the 
vs _ additio- 


additional recommendation of your 
Lordſhip's name to introduce them in- 
ta the world. That amiable dignity, 
which diſtinguiſhes '. your Lordſhip's 
character, your example in every part 
of life, politeneſs of converſation, and 
ſtudious endeavours to promote the in- 


tereſts of true learning, muſt engage 


the eſteem of all, who wiſh well to 
the ſtate of literature, and our church; 
and thoſe, who are friends to either, 
will read your name with reſpec, 
Your ſerious attention to all ſubjects 
of religious importance induces you to 


give writings of that kind an impartial | 
peruſal; your candor will incline you 
to excuſe all defects in this perform: | 
ance; your clear and deliberate judg- | 
ment in the controverted ſubjects of | 
religion may be ſuppoſed to render 
an author, who had experienced it's 
weight, | 
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weight, naturally deſirous of it's ap- 
probation; and the friendly marks of 
favour received from your Lordſhi p 
give me the greateſt pleaſure in an 
opportunity of ſubſcribing myſelf, with 
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the utmoſt gratitude, reſpe&, and de- | 
ference, 
My Loxv, 

4 Your Lordſhip's 

$ 

0 molt obliged, 

al | 

_ and moſt obedient 

n- | 

of humble ſervant, 

der | 

it's 
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Moreover whom He did predeſtinate, 
them He alſo called, and whom He 
called, them He alſo juſtified. 


ROM a miſconſtruction of 'this, and 
miſapplication of ſome other paſſages 
of holy ſcripture, prepoſſefiions have 
ariſen very injurious to chriſtianity ; er- 
rors fatal to the ſecurity and peace of the chriſtian 
mind ; errors equally deſtructive to the cauſe of 
virtue and religion, as to the real intereſts of 
thoſe, in whom they prevail : in a temporal view 
perhaps advantageous to ſome few deſigning 
men ; but matter of unwarrantable preſumption 
to the credulouſly ſelf-ſufficient, or of anxious 
deſpondency, and, in the end, terrible deſpair to 
the melancholic pious chriſtian. 

The misfortune is, that men are apt to lay 
hold of particular texts of ſcripture, as detached 
ſentences, unconnected with any context, and 
fix them in their minds, as diſtin principles ; 


without confidering any reference they may bear 
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C41]. 
to the whole chain of the diſcourſe from whence 
they were taken, or any dependency their true 
meaning may have thereupon. And when the 
foundation hath thus been laid in error, imagi- 
nation and fancy are ready to compleat the fu- 
perſtructure : whilſt the difterent complex1on 
and conſtitution of the builder preſide over the 
work, and give a different turn or faſhion to the 
frame of the edifice. Thus is the word of truth 
itſelf by injurious perverſion made the unhappy 
baſis of falſhood; and thus the paſſage betore 
us hath unfortunately ſuffered, having been mil- 
applied to ſtamp upon the minds of men wrong 
impreflions of the civine oeconomy of love or 
juſtice in the government of the moral world. 

For perſons of a melancholic caſt or tempera- 
ment, ſuch as are apt to terrify themſelves with 
fruitleſs, nay worſe than fruitleſs, with perni- 
cious ſpeculations about the danger and difficul- 
ties of their ſalvation, and in their imaginations 
dwell upon the rigor of divine ſeverity, have 
hence alarmed their fears with vain conceits of 
an abſolute predeſtination of ſome to eternal 
miſery: and warranted, as they think, by the 


authority of St. Paul, have frightened them- 


ſelves, and others into groundleſs unreaſonable 
apprehenſions about their future everlaſting ſtate. 
Whilſt other perſons of a more ſelf-fayourable 


credu- | 


: 
, 
” 
Lo 
vy 
4 
My 
2 
80 
: 
"ef 
"47 
* 
(Ht 
” <7 
F 
4 
Fe 
* 
o 
3 
%. 
7 
& 
0 
4 


thi 


tio 
Ho 


Wit 


: & ©» a p, Þ. 
» 54 Ca 
I RAT IA "3 $5 ER 
<5 A FOI 


3 ] 


credulity, whoſe imaginations run high, whoſe 
ſpirits flow 1n a fuller vein, are apt to feed their 
fancies with ſoothing ſpeculations of capricious 
mercy, and undiſtinguiſhing goodneſs in the dei- 
ty, and equally groundleſs notions of an abſo- 
lute election of ſome to eternal happineſs; al- 
ways flattering themſelves, that they are in the 
fortunate number of thoſe, whom they ſtile the 
cleft; for no other reaſon that can be affigned 
perhaps, but becauſe it is their fortune to be at- 
tached to one little fect, or profeſſion of reli- 
cion, Without obeying either the moral, or ſo- 
cial precepts of any true religion at all, As if 
the Judge of all the earth would, in the great 
day of accounts, deal partially with his crea- 
tures, and neither condemn, nor reward them 
for their own perſonal behaviour, for their uſe 
of the talents, or abilities, which He hath given 
them ; but for his own arbitrary preconceptions 
of love, or dithike towards them. Foraſmuch as 
they thus make the eternal happineſs or miſery 
of rational agents an act of fortuitous determina 
tion, or ( pardon the irreverence of the expreſ- 
Hon, as well as the inconſiſtency of the terms) 
an at&t of original prejudice in the all-juft Being, 
without any regard either to the private virtues 
or vices of men. An opinion totally ſubverſive of 
morality, as of all religion! 
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For if it can be ſuppoſed, that the almighty, 
irreſiſtible One hath abſolutely decreed before- 
hand, from all eternity, the neceſſary falvation 
of any man, this will take away the neceffity of 
his own voluntary labours and purſuits after it ; 
or elſe render them neceflary and involuntary, 
2nd ſo he will be no longer a free-agent : or if 
again, on the other hand, God hath abſolutely 
decreed the eternal deſtruction of any man, this 
will diſcourage him from ſeeking, by his own 
virtue, after what he cannot attain, everlaſting 
happineſs. But far be it from the judge of all 
the carth to deal unjuſtly or capriciouſly by his 


creatures, to give them an appearance of free- 


agency, and choice in acting, without a power 


of chulſing : or to make any of them neceſſarily 


miſerable without their own fault, that be far 
from him ! 

It cannot therefore, I conceive, be a part un- 
ſerviceable to the cauſe of virtue and piety ; and, 
as to ſatisfy the doubts or ſcruples, or uneaſi- 
neſs of any of our fellow-creatures, 1s at all 
times an office of humanity and chriſtian bene- 
volence, it will not, I preſume, be thought a 
fruitleſs ſubject of inquiry ; 


Firſt, 


fri 


[$3 


Firſt, to examine the true deſign and meaning 
of the apoſtle in this paſlage; 


Secondly, to make an obſervation or two upon 
St. Paul's expreſſions in general relative to this 
point from the titles, which he gives in gene- 
ral to his chriſtian converts : from whence we 
may ſee, how far the doctrine of predeſtination, 
whether as delivered in ſcripture, or ſtated in 
the articles of our church, has been frequently 
miſrepreſented and miſunderſtood among chriſt- 
tans; and then, 


Thirdly, to conclude with a religious inference 
from the whole. 


For it may be of uſe to thoſe, who are called 
upon to ſubſcribe articles, eſpecially to the young- 
er part of this audience, to ſtate before them 
fairly from ſcripture, and the body of the articles 
themſelves, the true ſenſe maintained, in which 
our church means any one of it's articles ſhould 
be underſtood. 

The heads laid down will furniſh us with 
matter ſufficient for the preſent, and a following 
diſcourſe ; and they cannot be deemed fruitleſs 
or unſeaſonable topicks of inquiry at a time, 
when growing enthuſiaſm is apt to fill fome 


men's heads with fantaſtick notions of their ab- 
{olute 
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ſolute predeſtination to life, in a fancied preemi- 
nence over their brethren, above any poſhtbility 
of falling from grace or glory : in like manner to 
terrify others with equally groundleſs fears and 
apprehenſions of their predeſtination to eternal 
miſery, by a haſty excluſion of all thoſe from a 
capacity of dbtaining grace, or inheriting glory, 
who do not profeſs themſelves of their own ſe&;, 
or party ; or who do not, nay cannot pretend 
to feel, what they call their ſen/ib/e impulles. 
In the mean while ſcepticiſm takes advantage of 
their miſinterpretation of this, and ſome other 
paſſages of ſcripture, to form exceptions from 
thence againſt chriſtianity itſelf ; from it's mil- 
repreſentation, as 1s objected, of the ſupream 
Being, in his oeconomy over moral agents. 

For thus it hath been alledged with a ſneer 
by a late, noble, malignant ſceptick, that *«* the 
« God of Paul,” as he calls him, * << creates 
& ſome rational beings with a determination to 
« fave them, and others only to damn them.” 
»<« And the divines of our church,” he ſays, 
© are obliged to ſwear that they adopt this doc- 
« trine, when they ſubſcribe the thirty nine ar- 
« ticles.” The preſumption of ſome overheated 
imaginations, I fear, hath given but too much 


a See Boling. Phil, Ei. Vol, 5. p. 149. 217. 8vo Ed. 
bv. 1b. Vol.'3..-p.174. 
rea{on 


b-F-4 
reaſon for this cenſure upon a part of the ſacred 
writings miſrepreſented. Whereas neither Paul, 
nor any other inſpired writer advances any ſuch 
doctrine, nor does true chriſtianity give reaſon 
to embrace any ſuch opinion ; but the direct 
contrary. And as to the article of our church, 
it is from a miſunderſtanding of the true ſenſe 
in which ſhe deſires it to be ſubſcribed, that the 
charge againſt it ariſes. There may be ſome dif- 
ficulty or embarraſſment in the manner of ex- 
preſſion ; but it's true intent will be aſcertained, 
agreeable to the point before us, by an exami- 
nation of the whole article, eſpecially when 


compared with the whole body of the articles 


taken conſiſtently together. Let us then pro- 
ceed, as was propoſed, 


Firſt, to examine, and ſtate the true meaning 


and deſign of the apoſtle in the paſſage of ſcrip- 
ture before us. 


The inſpired writer, in this epiitle, endea- 
vours to ſet in a juſt light the righteouſneſs, or 
clear equity, as well as free grace and goodneſs 
of God, in the call of the Gentiles, ſubſequent 
to that of the Jews, into the goſpel-covenant : 
to convince his converts of the right which God 


had to caſt off his people, the Jews, when they 


rejected this covenant, and take to himſelf a ' 


church, 
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church, or peculiar people, out of the body of 


the believing Gentiles, and to ſatisfy and aſſure 


them of the divine ſtedfaſtneſs, as well as of the 
equity of the divine purpoſes in theſe determi- 
nations of his will. From hence he proceeds to 
exhort his converts to a faithful diſcharge of 
their ſeveral chriſtian duties, and to a patient 
perſeverance under the ſeveral perſecutions, which 
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they muſt endure for the ſake of Chriſt and his 
goſpel. 


'The whole argument, from whence the text 
is taken, runs thus, * For I reckon, that the ſuf- 


ferings of this preſent time, are not worthy to be 


compared with the glory, which ſhall be revealed 
in us: for, after ſome intermediate verſes to con- 
firm the point, it follows, * Je know that all 
things work together for good to them that love 
God ; to them who are called according to bis pur- 
poſe. As if he had faid; be not diſmayed at 
theſe ſufferings, which ye muſt endure for the 
ſake of Chriſt and his goſpel : for they are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory which 
ſhall reward them: for we know, that all things, 
even theſe perſecutions ſhall be made to pro- 


mote the ſpiritual good and welfare of thole 
that love God, to them who are called to be 
chriſtians, as ave are, according to the purpoſes 


a Rom. 8.18. b ib. v, 28, 
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of his will in vouchſafting a revelation to 
mankind; and are admitted into covenant with 
him by the goſpel, and live according to the 
terms of that covenant, which is the only ſure 
proof of our loving God required by our Sa- 
viour. To which is immediately ſubjoined, For 
whom he did foreknow, them alſo he did prede/ti- 
nate to be conformed to the image: of his Son, that 
he might be the firſi-born among many brethren : 
i,e. whom in his foreknowledge he had deter- 
mined to call into his church, or ſociety of 
chriſtian people upon earth, he determined, that 
they ſhould be conformed to the likeneſs of his 
Son : but to a likenets in what? firſt in ſufer- 
ings; for the apoſtle is here directly ſpeaking 
of perſecutions ; and likewiſe that, if they per- 


| ſevered in this conformity of patience unto the 
| end, their reward ſhould be a conformity to 
- bimin glory. *MWe are, faith he, in a preced- 
ing verſe, jornt-herrs with Chriſt, if fo be that we 
| fuffer with him, that we may be alſo glorified to- 
- gether, Here is a moral qualification required, 
| previous to our glorification, namely patient ſuf- 
| fering, if it pleaſe God ſo to try us. Moreover 


whom he did predeſtinate, them he alſo called : 1. e. 


whom he had foreordained to be thus his child- 


ren, and to be thus conformed in ſufferings to 


a v.17. 
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k the image of his fon, he determined to call, | * 
| or, according to a figure of ipeech, which puts W--.; 
| the paſt for that which 1s certainly future, he * -£& 
[ called ; i. e. he called them by the preaching of p12 
lt the goſpel into his church, or kingdom of grace Te. 
upon earth; and whom he called, them he alſo fc 
juſtified, or put into a ſtate of juſtification and 1 
pardon upon true repentance ; and whom he juſ. tr 
tified, them he alſo glorified, or put into a ſtate ct 
of glorious light here, and a capacity of obtain- Co 
ing future glory and honour and immortality in lo] 
the life to come. But then the conditions of /Þe 
attainment were propoſed, that they continued Put 
to love God, and perſevered in afting conform- 114k 
ably to the diCtates of his will. From hence the e 
apoſtle's refle&tion is, * what ſhall we then ſay t0 [ove 
theſe things? The inference is very plain and  %r 
obvious under a ſtate of perſecution ; * zf God be ers, 
for us, who can be againſt us? If God hath been beig 
l thus gracious to us in calling us to be chriſtians, _ able 
i and hath deſigned ſuch great things for us, and Chr; 
hath given us ſuch an earneſt of his favour, hav  HQH 
ing ſent his Son to redeem us, and having ad-  _ the 


mitted us into formal covenant with himſelf ſump 
through Chriſt, why ſhould we dread the ma- | 
lice, or hatred, or perſecutions of men? © For He | <2nv 


that ſpared not his own ſon, but delivered bim uf coula 


for | 


. 
: 
> 


2 V. 31, b ub, C V. 32. 


1 37 Tm 

'Y for us all, how ſhall he not with him alſo frel 

* give us all things for our ſupport and happineſs ? 
Let us perſevere in virtue and faithful ſuffering 
for righteouſneſs ſake, whenever called to it ; 
for man cannot obſtruct our happineſs, unleſs 
we deſert ourſelves. Then follows that holy 
triumph of perſeverance, to which nothing but. 
chriſtianity is equal, to which nothing is to be 
compared 1n all the triumphs of heathen philo- 
ſophy, or ſtrength of heathen eloquence ; * 2vhs 


/hall ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt ? ſhall tri- 
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[5 bulation, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or | 
: nakedneſs, or peril, or fword? Tn all theſe things . 
n we are more than conquerors, through him that : 
q lzved us. For T am perſuaded that neither death, 
g _ nor hfe, nor angels, nor principalities, nor prww- / 
bo ers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor | 
FE height, nor depth, nor any other creature ſhall be | 

A 


is ble to ſeparate us from the love of God, which 15 It 
1d Chriſt Feſus our Lord. 

y. He ſpeaks here of a firm arſrafion of mind : 
4. [4 the words denote a ſtrong degree of moral pre- 
ralf | ſumption, that the preſent fincere among them 
<eould not finally fall : but were not intended to 
Hr | convey any idea of abſolute certainty, that they | 
; up | could not. And in reality the predeſtination, or 
_ eleation, here intended by the apoſtle, was the 


HED 


Fr oe FR  Fiegn = Ia 
, : - pw ew 


1x" If SER 


for | 2 V. 35, 37, 33, 39. 
B 2 {free 


TE 
'Y 
e 
'TEP 
'N . 
| - 
I; 
d T's 
bo 
* 
] 
[ - 
l| 
: 
fy 
Rua 


[ 22 ] 


free and gracious purpoſe of God to ſelect, and 
confirm to himſelf a church upon earth, to ſe- 
parate to himſelf out of the whole race of man- 
kind a peculiar people and ſociety upon earth, 
diſtinguiſhed by particular privileges of light and 
knowledge, that in ſome part of the earth at 
leait the worſhip of the true God might be eſta- 
bliihed. And their juſtification 1n the preſent 
itate, was the right, which theſe enlightened 
perſons, or true believers, Gentile, as well as 
Jewiſh converts had to the bleflings and privi- 
leges of the goſpel kingdom, or kingdom of 
grace upon earth: not in ſuch a manner as to 
have the poſſeſſion of the kingdom of glory ab- 
{olutely fecured to them, without any future 1a- 


| bour, or endeavours of their own, or indeed 


without any future free-moral-agency left them: 


' No: it was only a merciful aſſurance of pardon 


upon fincere repentance, and of aid ſufficient to 


conduct them to that kingdom of glory, pro- | 


vided they made a right uſe of the divine light 
attorded them under the diſpenſations of grace 
here. 

"That this was the ſole meaning of the apoſtic 
in theſe phraſes, will appear from the whole te- 
nor of this, and his other epiſtles: from the 
frequent exhortations, which he gives to theſc 
elect, wherein is implied, that they might fal! 

from 


2N) 


Ls } 


from grace, and forfeit thoſe privileges, to which 
they had been admitted at their baptiſm. He 
every Where indeed ſuppoſes, that God may 
have, and bath admitted ſome of his creatures 
into fuller degrees and privileges of light and 


| knowledge than others. Thus he hath called 


ſome, for inſtance all chriſtians in general, in- 
to a covenant of ſalvation ; who are therefore 
ſtiled, in the ſtrong, and expreflive language of 
ſcripture, the ſaved, the ele, the predeſtinated 
to life, and ſo on. But then the very nature of 
a covenant ſuppoſes ſomething afterwards to be 
performed on Zheir part, who are thus called, 
without which they ſhall loſe the privileges ſti- 
pulated on God's part. From hence then give 
me leave to proceed, 

Secondly, to make an obſervation or two upon 
St. Paul's expreſſions in general relating to this 
point, and the titles he gives to true believers ; 
which may tend to clear the matter before us. 
For from thence we may ſee, how far the doc- 
trine of predeſtination, whether as delivered in 
{cripture, or ſtated in the articles of our church, 
has been frequently miſrepreſented, or miſun- 
derſtood among chriſtians, A ſubject more eſpe- 
cially ſcaſonable in this age, when on the one 
hand, as I have obſerved, a fſett of men have 
lately endeavoured to delude their chriſtian bre- 

thren 
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thren with falſe notions of an abſolutely ſecure in- 
heritance to the crown of life, and draw ſects af- 
ter them by vain perſuaſions, that through a firm 
adherence to therr flock, they ſhall be raiſed in- 
to ſuch a ſtate, as not to have it in their power 
for the future, either to fall from grace, or for- 
feit happineſs; ſecluding at the ſame time all 
others from any hopes of ſalvation : reviving 


thereby and awakening ſome obſcure antiquated 


errors, which had before lain dormant in dark- 
neſs, | 
On the other hand a late noble patron of in- 
fidelity has objected to St. Paul's repreſentation 
of the ſupreme Being, or, as he terms him, 
*«« the God of Paul, that he eleats ſome of his 
« creatures to ſalvation, and predeſtinates others 


*« to damnation, even in the womb of their mo- | 


« thers.” From whence it is plain, that the no- 
ble writer either did not, or would not under- 


ſtand a word of St. Paul's meaning in any ot | 


thoſe paſlages, . or choſe not to ſtate them aright 
to his readers ; he objects to a ſhadow raiſed by 
himſelf, and by ſome inconfiderate, enthutia(- 
tick writers, equal enemies, 1n this reſpect, to 
the religion, to which they meant to be friends. 
This renders it expedient to clear St. Paul's 


2 Bolingb, Plul. Eff, Vol. 5. p. 217. $yo Ed. 


meaning | 


[ x5 ] 


meaning in theſe paſſages by their context, or 
the current thread of his argumentation ; where- 
by his whole doctrine will be immediately juſ- 
tifed, For St. Paul ſhould be treated like other 
ancient, rational writers, not interpreted by fin- 
gle ſentences, or ſingle ſeparate texts, ſtript of 
all connexion, as hath been too frequently the 
caſe; but by the ſcope of argument, and plain 
deſign of the writer, purſued through the whole 
epiſtle. Interpret him, as you would the letter 
of a ſenſible friend, not by a ſingle, detached 
phraſe, or ſentence, but by the whole confider- 
cd together. 

True believers are indeed frequently tiled 
by St. Paul the elec&7, the predeſiinated to life. 
Which were expreſſions intended to denote to 
them, 707, that they were now put into a ſtate 


-from which they could not fall, that the grace 


of God, which was given them, was irreſiſtible, 
and that they were abſolutely ſecured of eternal 
happineſs : but were intended to denote only 
goſpel- privileges, or external advantages of the 
kingdom of grace in this world, of which, as 
free-agents, they might, or might not make a 
right application as they pleaſed : expreſſions in- 
tended to denote to them, that they were now 
in their chriſtian capacity admitted into peculiar 
tayours by the God of grace, and in this ſenſe 

indeed 
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indeed become his ele& people, being diſtin- 
guiſhed from the reſt of mankind by extraordi- 
ry means of light and knowledge; that they 
were put into a way of falvation attainable by a 
proper uſe of theſe means; that they were be- 
fore ordained of God in the purpoſes of his will 
to be called, or invited into theſe privileges of 
light and knowledge. 

Now that this is the true, and whole ſenſe 
of predeftination, as delivered in ſcripture by 
St. Paul, will appear from hence, that theſe 
cleft, theſe predeſiinated perſons, according to the 
judgment of the ſame apoſtle, ſtood in need of 
exhortarion, of admonition, of encouragement, 
and of threatning. Which implies them {till to 
be left free-moral agents, capable of ſinning, or 
ating righteouſly ; of incurring the execution 
of theſe threats, or obtaining the promiſes. 


For thus the ſame apoſtle, who indites his | 
epiſtle to the Romans in general as to perſons | 
belrved of God, called to be jaints, and ſpeaks of | 
them as ju/tified, eleffed, and having peace with | 
God, yet ſoon after exhorts theſe very ele& to | 


walk in newneſs of hife, to preſent therr bodies a 


| living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God; to a- | 


wake out of fleep; which intimates, that ſome 
of them might yet {lumber in vice and error. 


He admontithes them to caſt off the works of | 


darkneſs; 


iy 3 


darkneſs; which implies that ſome of them 
were yet cloathed therewith, as with garments 
of iniquity. And leſt the willingneſs of the ſpi- 
rit ſhould give way to the weakneſs of the fleſh, 
under the ſeverity of chriſtian ſufferings, he en- 
 courages their perſeverance under theſe light af 
fictions, which endure but for a moment, by the 
proſpe&t of a far more exceeding and eternal 
 wwerght of glory; which ſhews, that encourage- 
ment was not needleſs: he threatens them, that 
notwithſtanding their eleCtion, and all their goſ- 

; |  pel privileges, yet if they /ved after the fleſh, 
E=1 if they lived in ſubjeCtion to their carnal appe- 


4-1 tites, they ſhould periſh. 
0 To the chriſtians in genera], that were at Co- 
r rinth, he writeth, as to them that were ſan&;- 


n fied in Chriſt TFeſus, called to be ſaints, called of 
| God unto the fellowſhip of his ſon. Yet he 


TO tells them ſoon after, 1 brethren could not ſpeak 
ns | unto you, as to ſpiritual, but as unto carnal : for 
of | whereas there 1s among you envying, ſtrife, divi- 
th | fron, are ye not carnal? This ſanCtification there- 
to | fore could not mean abſolute, but relative ſan- 
52 | City; great in compariſon with that of other 
a- | men: not a neceſfary, impelled fanctity of mo- 
me rals, but a profeſſion of ſanctity ; which might 
ror. F in charity indeed ſuppoſe good morals, but in 
; 0: | ſome inſtances did not prevail. | 

els; | 5 To 


o:ty 
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To the Epheſians he writes, that God had 


[ * choſen them in Chriſt before the foundation of the 
| } world, having predeſiinated them unto the adop- 
[F tion of children hy Yeſus Chriſt to himſelf, accord. | 
þ ing to the good pleaſure of his will; that they hal © 
i obtained redemption through his blood, the forgive- 
4 neſs of fins : in whom alſo they had obtained an in- | 
»  beritance, being predeſtinated according to the pur- 
poſe of him, who worketh all things after the coun- ; 
fel of his own will, that they might be to the praiſe : 
3 of bis glory, who firſt truſted in Chrift. What ex- | 
8 preſſions of predeſtination can be ſtronger than | : 
it theſe? Yet the ſame apoſtle exhorts them, who | _. 
ly were thus choſen and predeſtinated, to put on the * 


whole armour of God, that they might be able to Br 
withſtand in the evil day of trial, and, having done | } 
all, to ſtand. Which exhortation ſuppoſes, that | 
they had ſtill enemies to encounter, by whom | "Gil 
they m1ght be overcome. He admoniſhes them | _ 


j ut 
| therefore no? to he decerved by vain words, not to | C ” 
| valk in the vanity of therr minds, preſuming up- | 
walk in the vanity of » P g up hen 


on their chriſtian privileges, 70 have no fellowſhip | 
with the unfruitful works of darkneſs. Such ad- | - h 
monitions then were not thought unneceſlary by 


the apoſtle for this choſen, this prede/tinated peo- | Pg 
ple, leſt they ſhould yield in the day of proba- | ,, : 
tion, leſt their morals ſhould he corrupted by | orat 


a Ephel, 1. 4 &c, : the 
evil | 
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evil communications. Which is a plain proof, 
that their election, or predeſtination extended 
only to certain goſpel-privileges in this life, but 
cave them no title to ſure admiſſion -into life 


eternal, without a ſtedfaſt, and fincere obedience 


to the precepts of the goſpel. 
They were taken in ſhort into an holy ſocie- 


ty, or fellowſhip ; into a ſocial profeſſion of ſan- 


Ctity, wherein light and ſalvation were promi- 


ſed to ſincere faith and obedience : whilſt other 


Gentiles were left doubtful and uncertain about 
a future ſtate; ignorant whether God would 
admit of any attonement for fin; whether an 
imperfect obedience would be accepted by him. 
By an heightened figure of ſpeech therefore, 
which puts the end for the means, the former 
were addreſſed under the denomination of the 


| fan#ified, the ſaved, the juſtified &c : as having 


put on a profeſſion of ſanctity, as having the 


means of Juſtification and ſalvation in "thats 


hands. 

And no doubt, great matter of fatisfa&tion mult 
it have been to the firſt ſincere chriſtian con- 
verts, to reflect on the doubts and uncertainties 
from which they were delivered, under which 


| they had lived in their heathen ſtate: full of 


gratitude muſt have been the reflection, that 
they were choſen out of mankind to enjoy theſe 
C 2 peculiar 
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| 20 ] 
peculiar privileges ; that they had not only a 
gracious proſpect of ſalvation, but the terms of 
it alſo clearly propoſed to them. A great deli- 
verance it muſt have been eſteemed by them, 
when compared with the ſtate of other Gen- 
tiles, to be put into a condition of pardon, into 
a capacity of being fully and for ever happy. 
The apoſtle therefore charitably ſuppoſing them 


to walk, and in order to excite them through. 


gratitude the more ſtedfaſtly to walk, according 
to theſe privileges of their vocation, thinks he 
cannot too highly magnify their ſituation and 
character, as chriſtians, by ſtiling thetn ele, be- 
loved of God, called to be ſaints in Chriſt, juſtified, 
predeſiinated to life, and ſo on. And the great 
privileges to which they were admitted, and 


the end defigned by him in theſe addrefles, 


namely to encourage them againſt perſecutions, 
ſufficiently juſtify the ſtrong expreſſions of the 
apoſtle. | 

But then leſt they ſhould grow preſumptuous 
upon theſe bleflings, and ſpiritually proud of 
theſe divine favours, we find religious inferen- 
ces, and exhortations to holineſs every where 
drawn from their enjoyment of theſe privileges. 
The apoſtles indeed, to raiſe in their converts a 
juſt ſenſe of the abundant riches of divine grace 


under the goſpel diſpenſation, opened to them 
all 
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all the fountains of his favour ; the ſurprizipg 
method in which their redemption had been ac- 
compliſhed and conveyed to them ; the diſmal 
circumſtances of darkneſs they had before been 
under, in their heathen ſtate ; the glory and ho- 
nour to which they were advanced by their new 
adoption into the chriſtian covenant : that they 
were now, according to the expreſſive language 
of inſpiration, the temple or church of the liv- 
ing God, a facred family adopted by the moſt 
high, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Chriſt. 
But then we find theſe glorious ſcenes of life 
diſplayed before them in order to excite and 
animate an holy gratitude ; we find them warm- 
ly urged and intreated thereby not to receive 
this grace of God in vain; which ſhews that it 
might have been received in vain; but to im- 
prove it into ſolid principles of virtue, into live- 


| ly fruits of righteouſneſs : we find frequent cau- 


tions given them againſt falling from their high 
ſtation by too indulgent a compliance with their 
carnal appetites ; which proves, that the apoſtle 
thought them not incapable of falling : we find 
the prize of life ſet before them, for their encou- 


Tragement in the race of virtue, which ſhews 


that encouragement was not needleſs to animate 
their perſeverance in that race: we find the 
alarming terrors of a future judgment, all the 

horrors 
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horrors and torments of a dreadful eternity, to 


7 AY 


as fools, but as wiſe, Eph. 5.15. Be ye not unwiſe, v.17. 


'H fright them from the paths of vice; which proves ; 
* the ſanction of threatning not to have been un- | 
[4 | neceſlary to deter them from evil. We find 
[5 them therefore ſtill remaining moral agents, ſtill _ 
it; obnoxiaus to fall, though ſtanding upon the 
* ground of ſuch ſpiritual graces, * | 
F 
' a Thus again St. Paul prayeth to God for his converts tlig 1 
[7 Corinthians, that they do no evil. 2 Cor, 13.7. which ſuppoleth, | 
49 that in ſome degree they might be yet prone to- evil. He exhorts 
il them to examine themſelves whether they be in the faith: ib. v.5, | C 
be which implies, that they might yet err from their right holy C 
j faith. He ſuppoſeth, that they might yet become reprobates, or pe 
14 perſons diſapproved of God for their condutt., Know ye not your 
Y own ſelves, how that Jeſus Chriſt is in you, except ye be repro- {: 
H bates. ib. Here is no language of an impeccable ſtate of chriſt- | tl 
if 1an perfection, incapable of erring. Nor would their bare poſle{- I}: 
bt ſion of goſpel -privileges entitle them to neceſſary acceptance with 
bt, God : for in another epiſtle he ſaith, But of thoſe who ſeemed to | y 
* be ſomewhat, whatſoever they were, it maketh no matter to me, | Ju 
| God accepteth no man's perſon. Gal. 2. 6. He withſtood Peter tv E. T1! 
ſt | the face in one inſtance, becauſe he was to be blamed ; for he and ov 
[i his aſſociates in that inſtance wa/ked not wprightly according to the 
lit truth of the goſpel, v.11—14. To his Galatian converts he wri- of 
bt teth, have ye ſuffered ſo many things in vain ? if it be yet it 
N rain, Gal. 3.4. Ye did run well, who did hinder you, that yt :. 
ll Jould not obey the truth ? Gal. 5. 7, This I ſay then, walk in the his 
k Spirit, and ye ſhall not fulfill the Iufts of the fieſh. v.16. Be nt he | 
| deceived, God is not mocked, for whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ” T 
| fall he alſo reap. Gal. 6. 79. To the firſt Epheſfian chriſtians he $ ſo 
li faith, 7 beſeech you, that ye walk worthy of the wocation, where- di 
| ith ye are called. Eph.4.1. See that ye walk circumſpettly, 1% EY 
| ol, 
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Here then is no aflignation of men from the 
foundation of the world, or from their mother's 


womb to eternal miſery ; no abſolute election 
of any to eternal happineſs, without a regular 


conformity of morals, as well as faith,” to the 


divine will. * 

In ſhort, as I cannot preſume, that your pa- 
tience ſhould permit me at preſent to purſue 
my remarks any further upon this head ; as I 
have endeavoured to lay before you the doctrine 
of an apoſtle, and propoſe in my following diſ- 
courſe to ſhew the conſiſtency of our own 
church in her ſentiments with thoſe of the 
ſame apoſtle ; I ſhall conclude at this time with 
this one caution to the leſs guarded, if any can be 
lightly guarded in this place, that you ſuffer not 
yourſelves to be deluded by any falſe hopes of 
juſtification or ſalvation without virtue, or ter- 
rified by falſe fears of abſolute reprobation with- 
out ſpontaneous vice. For in oppoſition to any 
Yroundleſs ſeli-flattery, or deſpondent apprehen- 


a Here therefore I will readily join hands with our author in 
his afſertion, though not altogether in his own meaning ; when 
he ſays of this doQrine of abſolute predeſtination to happineſs, 
or miſery : ** Whether St. Paul intended to teach it, is made to 
* ſome perſons, but I confeſs not to myſelf, doubtful ; that Chriſt 
**did not teach it, is certain.” For it is equally certain, and 
without doubt, that St. Paul did not teach it, Bolingb, Phil. Eff. 
Vol. 3. p.174. 8vo Ed. 
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[F ſions of this kind, we have, as it were in one | © 
bs! ſhort line, the aſſurance of the divine word, 


| A} which cannot err, or contradict itſelf, that 77; 
{ every nation, according to the light, which eve- 4 
b, ry man therein enjoys, and the opportunities of 
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improvement given him, whoſoever feareth God, » 
and worketh righteouſneſs, he, and indeed he on. 
ly, #s accepted with him, 
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Row. VIII. 30. 


' Moreover, whom He did predeſtinate, 
them He alſo called, and whom He 
called, them He alſo juſtified. 


E N of weak heads, or wicked de- 
ſigning minds have made an evil 
uſe of this text. 'They have ren- 

] dered it ſubſervient to very miſ- 

| chieyous purpoſes, and the ſupport of very abo- 

minable notions, of ſentiments entirely deroga- 
| tory from God's honour, prejudicial to chriſtian 
religion, foreign to the apoſtle's intention, in- 


- conſiſtent with free-agency, contrary to the cauſe 


of virtue, abſurd upon every principle of ſound 
reaſon, 

It hath been in particular notoriouſly applied 
- to the ſervice of enthuſiaſm, as the miſconſtruc-_ 
| "tion of it hath often been the product of enthu- 
\ fiaſm: it hath been made ſerviceable to the pro- 
motion of little preſumptuous ſes, or the pri- 
'vate intereſts of vain leaders of ſets. While the 


common enemy of chriſtianity hath reaped the 
D advan 


kt advantage ; founding objections againft the  * © 
Fe chriſtian cauſe upon the abſurdity of it's ſuppo- 7 I 
ſed doctrines, and it's miſrepreſentations of the * f 

d 


[4 
[ | | : 
br fupream Being in thoſe imaginary doctrines; 
It which have been cheriſhed only ih the brains of © A 
ik deluded enthuſiaſts, or forged by the invention * if 
bi of perverſe ſcepticks ; not exiſting at all in the — ty 
/ chriſtian charter, which are the books of holy | th 
i writ. 5 G 
hf It will be more apparent ſtill, how groſſly  G 
Ws this, and ſome other texts of the fame epiſth — w! 
b have been miſrepreſented, if we only confider | frc 
Ne yet a little more fully the ſcope, deſign, and _ of 
wy connexion of the apoſtle's argumentation there- _ to 
liſh in. The occaſion of the argument was this * fee: 


The Jews were highly offended at one part & * 
chriſtian doctrine, that the Gentiles were now ; teit, 
invited into covenant with God, on a grouni | 
upon which they formerly had ſtood alone; tha! } chu 
the Jewiſh nation, in their political capacity, for | to b 
their obdurate infidelity, and hardened wicket | J<ti 
neſs, were now to be excluded; that their, cor{  chul 
Ntitution was ſoon to be diflolved, and thei} 
main body caſt out of God's temporal, and v : 
fible kingdom ; that God had choſen to himſci} | was 
another peculiar people made up of true beliz ; thei 
vers in his ſon the true Mcſhah, confifting q | tem 
the remnant of devout Jews that embraced tif 4 
eriotin 7 poles of 
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goſpel, and the greater body of converted Gen- 
tiles; that this church, or ſociety of men, was 
now to become the peculiar obje& of divine 
protection, favoured with ſingular privileges of 
divine light, knowledge and affiſtance. The 
apoſtle therefore endeavours to ſatisfy the Jew- 
iſh nation, and the Jewiſh converts to Chriſtiani- 
ty, of the equity of the divine diſpenſations in 
this inſtance of oeconomy ; to ſhew them, that 
God had an inconteſtible right to chuſe the 
Gentiles and reject the Jews; to favour the one 
with any earthly privileges, to exclude the other 
from any extraordinary favour ; that in reſpe& 
of any promiſes made to Abraham, he was free 
to confer them upon any branch of Abraham's 
ſeed by Iſaac, and not obliged to confine them 
merely to Jacob ; that the Iſraelites might for- 
teit, and be deprived of thoſe privileges, which 
they enjoyed in this world, only as being the 
church of Gad, and ſo long as they continued 
to be his people ; that this inherent right of re 

jcting the main body of the Iſraelites, and of 
chufing others out of every nation under hea- 
ven, was no more than had been aftirmed in 
the writings of their own lawgiver, Moſes; and 
was agreeable to the predictions of ſeveral of 
their prophets: for that temporary favours, or 
temporary protections granted to nations are 
D 2 matters 
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matters of mere arbitrary diſpoſal ; that ſuch fo. 


cicties have no claim of merit to ſuch favours ; 
that God may grant them to what nations, and 
for what time he pleafeth, and may revoke 
them, as he pleaſeth; thzt the creature hath nov 
right to call the creator to account for any dif- 


 cretionary diſpoſals of favour ; much leſs have 


creatures any right to complain, if they have 
forfeited the proteQtion by their own trangrel- 
fions. For God had as good a right to reje& 


the Jews for their obſtinate unbelief in his ſon, 


when they had hardened their hearts againſt the 
true Meſſiah, as he had to deſtroy Pharaoh and 
his hoſt, when they had hardened themſelves in 
idolatry againſt Moſes, and againſt himſelf, the 
true God of Ifrae], notwithſtanding his ſeveral 
diſplays of divine power before them. And 


when Pharaoh's heart was thus hardened by his | 


own wickedneſs, God had a right no doubt, it 
he thought fit, to raiſe him up higher for this 


reaſon, that he might make his juſtice and his | 
power ſeen more conſpicuouſly in his fall. For | 
wicked men may by their impenitence make | 


themſelves ſubſervient to divine purpoſes by the 


diſplay of juſtice in puniſhment. And God i | 
ſaid only, in the language of ſcripture, to har- | 


den them, whom he permits, after all gracious 


means have been uſed for their recovery, to | 


harden 
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harden themſelves: i. e. he hath given them 
ſuch diſplays of his power, juſtice, forbearance, 
and goodneſs, that, if they are not reclaimed 
thereby, they muſt appear to be more hardened, 
or to have hearts harder than they had before : 
this is the ſole ſenſe of his hardening them. 

But {till national favours are arbitrary diſpo- 
fals: and God may make one nation of his 
creatures at one time for honour, i. e. relative 
honour, and another for relative diſhonour in 
the eyes of mankind, without accounting to 
them for his conduct ; or without v///b/e pur- 


poſes diſplayed, though he may have purpoſes 


treaſured up 1n the ſtores of infinite wiſdom. 
Thus he deſtined Jacob, and his poſterity to 
greater privileges than Eſau, and his offspring, 
before their children, or they themſelves were 
yet born. For ſo, faith St. Paul, it is recorded 
by your own lawgiver, Moſes, for whoſe rites 
you Jews are ſo ſtrenuous, * that the children be- 
ing not yet born, neither having done any good or 
evil, that the purpoſe of God according to elefFion 
into bleflings and privileges upon earth mrght 


| frand, not of works, or any claim of man's me- 


rit, but of the free favour of him that calleth, it 
was ſaid, the elder ſhall ſerve the younger ; the 
poſterity of the younger ſhall be ſuperior to, and 


a Rom.g.11,12,13, Gen, 25. 24, 


a nation 
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a nation much more proſperous and happy than, 
that of the elder. ' As zt 7s written Facob have I 
loved, but Eſau have T hated: that is, I have 
preferred Jacob, and have beſtowed peculiar fa- 


vours and bleſſings upon his poſterity : but Efau 


and his poſterity have I made ſubordinate in my 


diſpoſals, and have not been fo liberal in my do- 


nations to them. 

Now ſubordination of ſtates may be very ne- 
ceflary ſometimes for the good of the wholc 
{yſtem, as the ſubordination of individuals 1s for 
the good of ſocieties. The feaſonable cultivation 
and improvement of the whole earth by turns 
may be promoted thereby. Arts and ſciences 
have been certainly propagated thereby. For 
ſome nations are only to be improved by the 
diſcipline of ſuperiors. Conqueſts, and captivi- 


| ties, as well as tranſmigrations of colonies have 


tranſmitted arts, and communications of tht 
fruits of induſtry among men. Some rude un- 
poliſhed nations have been tutored into civil ha 
bits only by ſuch rough, unſavoury diſcipline 
And though the law of arms may not always 1! 
every inſtance have been the moſt juſtifiable, u 


it's original motives, or in it's final deciſions, 0 


in the hearts of the principal agents, yet by thi 
all-contriving wiſdom, which worketh- good ol 
of evil, out of the evil paſſions, and difſention 
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' of men, we ſee it hath been often made the in- 


ſtramental means of diſſeminating many uſeful 


| improvements. For ſciences have often travel- 


ed with conqueſts. And thus we ſee tempora- 
proſperity fluctuating from one nation to an- 
other, all in ſubſerviency to the purpoſes of the 


divine will in the government of man, to the 


will of him, who ſuffereth the tide and the 


| waves to roar, and yet at length curbeth their 
| power, and ſetteth them their bounds, which 
' they ſhall not paſs; to the will of him, to 
* Whom all his works, and means, and meaſures 


©. of oeconomy are known from the beginning of 
the world. 


But you will aſk perhaps, how does it ap- 


© pear, that the purpoſe of God in the election of 
| Jacob, and reprobation of Efau related to their 
: poſterity in a national capacity, rather than to 
the individual men themſelves ? It appears from 
| the very words of the hiſtory, where this elec- 


: tion, here alluded to by the apoſtle, 1s recorded, 
* from whence he quotes this paſſage, the elder 
' foal ſerve the younger. For thus we read ; Gen. 


* 25, 33. and the Lord ſaid unto her, i. e. unto 
| Rebecca, /wwo NATIONS are in thy womb, and two 
' manner of PEOPLE ſhall he ſeparated from thy bow- 
: Tels; and the one PEOPLE ſhall be ſtronger than the 
other PEOPLE, and the elder ſhall ſerve the younger. 


This 


or 
This election we ſee was national; relative to 
national preeminence. Other paſſages of ſcrip. 
ture will not allow us to ſay, that the Iſraelites 
were herein every man of them elected to eter- 
nal life ; becauſe there were afterwards very 
wicked men among the Iſraelites, who were re- 
markable objects of God's diſpleaſure. Nor does 
ſervitude, or the phraſe to ſerve, any where in 
ſcripture ſignify damnation, or being eternally 
condemned; nor conſequently does it's oppoſite 
ſignify eternal hfe, or abſolute eleftion to eter- 
nal happineſs. The text then here quoted was 
never intended to denote final retribution to the 
particular perſons literally nominated ; but ge- | 
neral diſpenſations of temporal or ſpiritual fa- 
vours to nations deſcended from them. When 
it ſays therefore, Facob have T loved, but Eſau 
have I hated, it is not meant, I have predeſtina- 
ted the one to eternal happineſs, and the other | 
to eternal miſery, without any perſonal merit or | 
demerit of their own, as ſome have miſunder- 
ſtood the paſſage. No: no ſuch thing is meant. | 
But it is only a ſtrong expreſſion of eaſtern lan- 
guage denoting the admiſſion of the one, with 
his whole race, to certain temporal, and even 
ſpiritual advantages upon earth, to which the 
poſterity of the other was zo? admitted, It has 
no reference at all to the final eternal ſtate of 


theſe 


WE 
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| theſe men, or their poſterity, or God's dealing 
© with them as individuals in the great day of im= 
J partial retribution. It is no more than this, I 
have placed the one, and his deſcendants, behind 
'the other, in my diſpoſal of temporal eſteem, or 


Kindneſs. 


This: might appear further, if further proof 


Lore needful, from the prophet Malachi, for 


when it is there ſaid, *7 loved Facob, and hated 


Eſau, we ſee immediately explained, what is 


meant by this hatred : it is immediately referred 


to temporal poſſeſſions: for the words imme= 


a Mal. 1.2, 3. b iÞ. 


diately following, as the effe& or conſequence 
of this hatred, relate only to temporal demeans. 


 #Tlaid his mountains, and his heritage waſte for 


the dragons of the wilderneſs. God cannot natu- 
rally 3 in a ſtrict ſenſe hate any of his creatures, 
or in any other ſenſe than as by their obſtinate 


wickedneſs they become objects of his juſtice. 
| But the hatred here ſpoken of was only a com- 
| Parative diſtribution : 1. e. the temporal regard 
| fhewn to Eſau was leſs than that ſhewn to Ja- 


cob, befide ſome temporal puniſhment, inflit= 


+ | & upon Eſau, and his poſterity, for their ſub- 


quent courſe of iniquity. And therefore by 


Way of analogy to the influence of human paſ- 


 fhons, or the ſprings and motives of human 


E actions, 
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actions, where it is hatred, or hateful anger, 
that is uſually the cauſe of diſinheriting a ſon, 
this leſs degree of temporal regard, or diſinhe- 
riting of Eſau, is in ſtrong eaſtern language 
comparatively ſtiled hatred. 

The ſame term of hating is uſed in the very 
ſame ſenſe by our Saviour in St. Luke's goſpel, 

', where it 1s ſaid, * If any man come to me, and 
WE-4 HATE not his father, and mother, and wife and 

; children, and brethren and fiſters, yea and his own 
hife alſo, he cannot be my diſciple. All that is 
meant 1s no more than this, if any man poſt- 
pone not the authority and intereſts of his father 
and mother, and wife and children, and bre- | 
thren and fiſters, yea and ſecurity of his own | 
life alſo, when interfering with me, and my 
goſpel, he cannot be my diſciple. It cannot be þ 
underſtood to mean, that he ſhould /zerally hat: 
his father and mother, and wife and children, F ® 
and brethren and ſiſters; to be entirely negligen | 
of whoſe ſupport and intereſt, St. Paul faith, 
would render him worſe than an infidel; iff * he 
cannot mean this therefore, any more than 1! 
can literally mean, that he ſhould haze his ov! a 
life, which is the gift of God, for which I -* 4 


If ought to be thankful, and which his very | BY 
ith ture obliges him to love. Such kind of hatrel * 
i | el 
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therefore catnot be a neceſlary qualification for 


2 good chriſtian, or a good diſciple of the goſ- 
pel, which is the gift of the God of love, as 
would diſquality.a man for being a good moral 


heathen : for the goſpel is a law of amity : it 
is not only a law. of true ſelf-love ; but of love 
to all men, eſpecially to our neareſt relations : 
nay the chriſtian hath an expreſs commandment 
enjoining him to honour his father and his mo- 
ther ; which honour is naturally founded in love. 
But our Saviour's meaning is, that the authority 


of man, how nearly ſoever related to us, ſhould 
| not, when we come to years of diſcretion, be 


ſuftered to ſtand in competition with the plain 
commands of God, of Chriſt, and his goſpel. 
Nay that the intereſts of our own lives ſhould 
not be permitted to obſtruct thoſe of the Saviour 


and Redeemer of mankind. 


To return then to the apoſtle's argument : 


, he that called Abraham, and annext the ſpecial 


blefſing only to a part of his family, ſaying, * zz 


Jjaac ſhall thy ſeed be called, the ſame God (had 


4 right to call the Gentiles afterwards into. the 


privileges of the goſpel covenant, and to reject 


the Jews from being any longer his people un- 
der a peculiar prote&tion, when by their obdu- 


Tcy in unbelief, they became altogether unwor- 


a Gen, 21.12. 
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thy of his favours, For thus faith he to Moſes, 
* I will have mercy, on whom 1 will have mercy, 


I will confer my favours and marks of temporal 
kindneſs, on whom I will confer them ; and ] 


ao:ll bave compaſſion on thoſe nations, on whom I | 
will have compaſſion ; and will grant them my | 


protection. Firſt on the Iſraelites in'the ſight of 
Pharaoh, and afterwards on the Gentiles in the 
fight of the Jewiſh nation, For that by the 
phraſe of having mercy, extraordinary temporal 
privileges conferred on a people are expreſicd, 
appears from other paſſages of ſcripture. Thu; 


the call of the Gentiles into the church through | 
faith is by the ſame apoſtle expreſſed under the| 


terms of ® obtaining mercy ; and likewiſe by $t 
Peter, where it 1s ſaid of the Gentile converts 


* which 1n {ime faſt were not a people ; but art} 


now the pecple of God; which had not OBT AINED 


MERCY, but now bave OBTAINED MERCY : le 


are now called to the external privileges of h: 
church and people. Thus then hath he mercy « 
whom he will have mercy, or is bountifpl in hi 


outward diſpenſations of favour, power, protec} 
tion, dominion and grandeur to one people iF 
bove another; and he may afford greater 1 


ward means of grace to one, than to anothaP. 


a Exod. 33. 19. Ram. 9. L5. b Rom. 11. 30. 
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but fill is equitably and ſufficiently gracious 
unto all. 

; The apoſtle then here peaks of men national- 
ly, not perſonally, and in reference to their 7em- 
poral, not their eternal ſtate. Though their tem- 
poral privileges might, if rightly applied, great- 
ly advance the eternal intereſts of individuals in 
thoſe ſtates: if miſapplied, will only enhance 
their puniſhment. Chriſtians are invited to eter- 
nal life, ſeparated and predeſtinated to this call 
and invitation ; and if they will but accept of 
the grace, and faithfully purſue the means, they 
need not fear miſcarriage. The offer is God's : 
the acceptance and uſe of it is their own : and 
in this ſenſe, and this only may they be ſaid to 
be predeſtinated to life. 

This 1s the full ſcope and deſign of the apoſ- 
tle in this noted chapter, which hath been fo 
often called in to authoriſe the doctrine of abſo- 
lute predeſtination to eternal life, or reprobation 
to eternal miſery, without any conſideration of 
perſonal merit or demerit in men. And this 1s 


all that is meant by thoſe ſtrong expreſſions 
abovecited, 


Accordingly our church, which loves to keep 
as near as poſſible to ſcripture language, and 
conſequently may ſometimes have been miſun- 
gderſtood upon that acconnt, where it hath a- 
dopted 
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dopted ſcripture expreſſions, and ſcripture itſelf 
hath been miſrepreſented, our church, I fay, 
ſhews, upon the whole, this to be her mean- 
Ing, in her *article concerning predeſtination ; 
where ſhe mentions at the latter end of it, who 
they are, to whom this doctrine can be of any 
comfort, that is, * only to godly perſons.” And 
ſhe juſt before defines, who they are, whom 
ſhe thus ſtiles godly perſons : they are ſuch as 
*« through grace obey the calling,” which is a ſpon- 
taneous act; © they walk religiouſly in good 
« works.” She ſuppoſeth indeed, as the ſcrip- 
ture doth, that God may, and will grant greater 
meaſures of light and grace to ſome, than he 
vouchſafes to others, to conduct them in their 
way to happineſs, according as he hath ordain- 
ed in the purpoſes of his own will. By which 
will he hath created different orders of beings, 
capable of greater or leſs enjoyments ; by which 
will he hath created angels, as well as men : by 
which will he hath called ſome men into the 
clorious advantages of goſpel light, whilſt others 
are left in a ſtate of heathen ignorance. 

But then ſhe doth not ſay, that he hath de- 
nied ſufficient means of grace to any, who will 
make a proper uſe of them : ſhe doth not ſay, 
or ſuppoſe, that he hath abſolutely predeſtinated 


a Art. 17. 
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any neceſſarily to eternal miſery : but only fays, 


« that for curious and carnal men,” 1. e. for men 
of vain curiofity, and carnal wicked lives, © to 
« have continually the ſentence of God's predeſ- 
« tination before their eyes,” to dwell upon ſuch 
ſubjects in their thoughts and imaginations, is 
an occaſion, or inſtrument, which the devil 
makes uſe of for their deſtruction, by thruſting 
them into deſpair. © It is, faith the article, a 
« moſt dangerous downfal, or precipice, where- 
« by the devil doth thruſt them into deſperation, 
« or into wretchleſineſs of moſt unclean living, 
*no leſs perilous than deſperation.” You ſee, 
according to the article, it is not God, or his 
decree, which thruſts them ; but the devil's ſug- 
geſtions, heightened by their own deſpondent, 
guilty imaginations. That is, their own fears, 
arifing from a conſciouſneſs of their wicked lives, 
wrong imbibed prejudices about the oeconomy 
of divine juſtice, a fond curioſity of prying into 
divine counſels, or a vanity of pretending to 
know ſomething of divine intentions, inflamma- 
tory conceit, for a time, and pride of their own 
ſpiritual excellence and ſecurity, afterwards me- 
lancholy reflexions upon what they judge to 
be the fated lot of ſome men, and at length 


- of themſelves, theſe, and ſuch-like ſentiments 


frequently ſuggeſted by their ſpiritual tempter, 


and 
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and much indulged in their own depraved fan= 
cies, drive them into deſpair ; ſo-that they either 
languiſh away the future. part of their lives up- 
on earth in a deſponding condition, doing no-- 
thing to the purpoſe in religion ;- or elſe grow 
wretchedly deſperate in wickedneſs, 'It does not 
fay, but that theſe men mght have. prevented, 
or corrected this curioſity in themſelves, and 
thereby have avoided this rock of deſpair : they 
might have been. leſs carnal, and conſequently 
leſs reaſonably fearful about their ſalvation. 

The article therefore, inſtead of giving any 
countenance to the doftrine of abſolute predeſ- 
tination to miſery, rather condemns the curioſi- 
ty of thoſe, who are fond of prying into the 
counſels of the all-wiſe, and ſhews them the 
evil conſequence of ſuch inquiries ; that inſtead 
of doing any real good to them, or inducing 
them to amend their lives, it only plunges them 
into deſpair, and a more abandoned ftate of 
wretched wickedneſs, 

The article indeed 1n it's general ſtile charita- 
bly ſuppoſes, as St. Paul does, when he indites 
to his converts in general, though he knew ſome 
individuals among them to be {till carnal, and 
unworthy of their high eſtimation, it ſuppoſes, 
I fay, that they, to whom extraordinary means 
of grace have been vouchſafed, will in general, 

though 
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though not univerſally, and neceſſarily, make a 
proper uſe of them, not indeed by conſtraint, 
but by prudent and diſcreet choice. © Being en- 
« dued with ſo excellent a gift of God,” it is 
aid, © they through grace obey the calling, they 
« walk religiouſly in good works :” which are 
in themſelves deſcriptions of voluntary as: for 
forced conformity is not properly obedience, 
but compulſion ; and to walk religiouſly by an 
abſolute conſtraint, or by election, or predeſti- 
ation, 1s not properly religion, but impulſe. 
The planets might as well deſerve a reward for 
wonſtantly perſevering in their proper orbits, as 
ban expect it for ſuch a courſe of obedience. 
Gut it is upon terms of a voluntary performance, 
bd a rational, religious ſervice, that chriſtians 
hy expect at length to attain everlaſting life. 
E Life indeed, much more an eternal life of 
ppineſs is the free gift of God to any of his 
eatures; and known unto God are all his 
brks from the beginning of the world. The 
nfels of his will are from everlaſting to ever- 
ting : but ſtill he hath made none of his crea- 
tes abſolutely to be miſerable without their 
fault. The article indeed ſpeaks of ſome, 
bom he may have purpoſed * to deliver from 
urſe and damnation ;” 1. e. from the curſe. 
ſentence of condemnation entailed upon 


W” mankind 


' ther. And he hath made no veſflels abſolut 


be in this life, it can be it's own moral cha 
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mankind by the law of works, and origingſſ/zs 
tranigretſion ; to deliver by baptiſm from thei ds 
nattienl fiate of ſin, and ſubjection to wrath ww 
thoſe, © whom he hath choſen in Chriſt ,” i, 


whom he hath invited into the chriſtian cove.$#?! 
nant, to waſh them in the laver of regeneratiolf 01 
from the original ſtain upon their nature, as beÞ##r: 
ing deſcended from a race of polluted, difohe Gra 
dient creatures ; and thereby hath begotten thenfſfper! 
again into a better ſtate, than they were in lad 
nature, with a purpoſe to bring them by Chriſſſſþin! 
to everlaſting ſalvation, as veſſels made unts lſÞith 
Nour. But ſtill we know the conditions upaQmiINi 
which he hath purpoſed to bring them thithe{aT! 


which are, according to our article, © that thqſWrn 
« obey his calling, and walk religiouſly in goqſÞith 
« works.” It is not, by this article, a fatal pho a 
ceſſity, but a voluntary cooperation with his puiſd int 
poſes, and grace, which is to bring them tp, the 
E wri 
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and neceflarily predetermined to diſhonour 
another life, without their own fault in ti 
Honoured, or diſhonoured, as the veſle| 


ter alone, which it ſhall carry with it, that( 

fix it for honour, or diſgrace in the next. 
St. Paul himſelf ſpeaks with as much 

dent aſſurance of the happy ſtate of his conn 
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onus 20 article of our church can do of the pre- 
\ deſtinated, or eleft : as I obſerved in my morn- 
__ OM. diſcourſe: TI am perſuaded, faith he, that 
» i þ nither death nor hfe, nor angels, nor principali- 
cove #125 1707 Powers, nor things preſent, nor things to 
atine9e, nor hergth, nor depth, nor any other crea- 
as bee ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the love of 
Cheb, which 75 mm Chriſt Fefus our Lord. This 


n thenfiperſuation in general he was willing charitably 


- in bod afteftionately to entertain of them, as of 
; Chi þinnſelt. Yet he admoniſhes theſe very converts 
mm thin a ſhort ſpace after, * zo? 7 be niGu- 


MINDED, buf FEAR; for if God ſpared not the 


NS up0 
thithe A TURAL branches : 1. e, the Jews, who were 
hat thorn by natural deſcent children of covenant 


pith him ; Zake heed leſt be alſo ſpare not THEE, 


i in au 
fatal nffſÞ to art of Gentile birth, and as it were engraft- 
\ his poſſe! into covenant, in the room of thoſe branch- 


hem FW, the Jews that were cut off. And of himſclt 


abſolut{]Þ vriteth, though he was * called to be an apoſ- 
\onour + according to the will of God, © ſeparated 
t in 88'! /ro- bis mother's womb to this holy office, 
reflel oiÞd afterwards called by his grace, having cer- 
al chaW"ly had as great a ſhare of the divine aid, or 
t, that Fools of election, as have been given to any 
\ext, WW yet of himſelf he faith, that by godly 


ach C 


\is conVt | Rom, 11. 20, 21. b Rom. 1.1, cGal.1.15, 


F 2 giſcipline 
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diſcipline he endeavoured to * keep under þi; |, $ 
dy, and bring it into ſubjefion, left that by uoþ 4 | 
means, when he had preached to others, he hinl 
ſelf ſhould be a caſt-away. [4 

Thus it 1s alſo, as St. Peter ſpeaketh, *tþ + « 
we likewiſe are to uſe ALL DILIGENCE, 9 mn. d 
our CALLING and ELECTION ſure. And intifþ:d g 
ſenſe our church, at the concluſion of her arti 
concerning predeſtination, faith, for the dire 
of good men, that © we muſt receive God's 
&« miſes in ſuch wiſe, as they be generally i: 
« forth to us in holy ſcripture :” and for the oy p: 
neral conduc of all chriſtians whatever, tk ta 
« in our doings that will of God is to be i tic 
« lowed, which we have expreſly declared tÞ: {ci 
« in the word of God.” Hence ſhe manifÞ# ju! 
ſuppoſeth, that ſome voluntary conformity isÞ* 0b 


quired, ſomething 1s to be done, and that cj» ter 
after a certain manner, even by thoſe whom iſ lea 
hath included under the happy denominationÞ#! In 
« God's choſen in Chriſt,” in order to confÞ thi 

anc 


their happineſs ; and that, agreeably to what 
apoſtle hath taught us, there is no other waſh! the 
ſecure an eternal inheritance with zhe ſain ced 
light, but by conformity in praftice, as welſſp! be. 
faith to the divine will. 4rd this, faith an a > 

or 


4 4 


a 1Cor.g. 27.  b 2Pet, 1.10. 
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tle, * is the will of God-concerning us, even our 
ſandtification. 

 Thus' will the article of our church, when 
taken upon the whole together, be found con- 


cordant with the doctrine of St. Paul; and the 
doqrine of St. Paul with that of Chriſt in his 


goſpel, notwithſtanding our noble author's cen- 


ſure, * that St. Paul differed from his maſter in 
this point. They will, I fay, taken upon the 
; whole together, ſpeak the ſame ſentiments. For 
it would be very unfair to interpret a whole 
page, or chapter, or ſe&tion, by a ſingle, de- 
tached ſentence in that page, or chapter, or fec- 
tion: or to judge of a whole chapter by an ob- 
ſcure ſentence in it; when it would be more 
juſt and rational to unravel and interpret the 
obſcure ſentence by the tenor of the whole chap- 
ter, or epiſtle. Treat an article of religion at. 
leaſt as fairly, as you would a chapter or ſeCftion 
in any other ſenſible, rational book. Compare 
this with other articles. Abſolute predeſtination 
and good works are incompatible doctrines, For 
there can be no moral goodneſs in what 1s for- 


| ced, and conſequently unavoidable. There can 


be no preſcription of moral rules to predeſtina- 
| ted creatures : or at leaſt they would be uſeleſs. 
For as much as theſe creatures would be abſo- 


a 1 Thell. 4. 3, b Bol. Ef. Vol. 3. p. 174. 8vo Ed. 


lutely 


[ 46 ] 
lately determined beforehand as mere inftru- 
ments, or mere engines of motion, either to obey 
them, or not to obey them, whether formally 
preſcribed or not ; and then pray, where would 
be the uſe of the injunction ? 

Our church therefore, when ſhe requires our 
aſſent to theſe articles, either db hold the doc- 
trine of abſolute predeſtination, or ſhe doth 7, 
but on the contrary doth ſuppoſe men capable 
of conforming voluntarily to the articles of reli- 


g10n. If ſhe doth hold the doctrine of predefſti- 


nation, ſhe might as well ſpare all the reſt of 
| her articles; foraſmuch as it would not be in Þ 


any man's own power, either to grant, or with- 
hold his afſent, but in the power of the predel- 
tinating director. And if the doth ſuppoſe men 


at liberty to conſent, or not, to theſe articics, F 
which can only make them propoſals of any | 


ſenſe to intelligent rational creatures, then ſhe 


cannot underſtand the doctrine of predeſtination | 


in the way, in which ſome would interpret it. 


But compare this article of our church with f 
her homilies: which are full of exhortations 
to moral virtue and good works. Theſe ex- 
hortations would be abſurd and uſeleſs to pre-| 
deftinated perſons : that is, to creatures, who 
have no command over their actions, and are} 


no longer free-agents. Laws might as well be] 
| enacte(} 
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enacted for beings governed by inſtinct. In 


© ſhort, every exhortation ſuppoſes freedom of 
© action: 1. e. a freedom of exerting, or with- 
| holding exerciſe of power, in the being, which 


is exhorted. 
The truth of the caſe then is this, which 


may ſerve, 


Thirdly and /a/ily for a reflexion to introduce 
a religious inference from what hath been faid 
upon the whole in theſe two diſcourſes. The 
ſupream Being, who hath placed men here in a 
ſtate of trial, hath granted to all men ſufficient 
means of happineſs, or elſe he could not puniſh 
any with miſery. He may have admitted ſome 


- out of the whole race of mankind, as he hath 


done even among chriſtians, to greater advan- 
tages of light and grace than others. As he 
hath vouchſafed a greater ſhare to proteſtants in 
general, than to the private members of the 
church of Rome. And even among proteſtants, 
ſome are bleſſed with privileges of greater natu- 


| ral talents and abilities, than others, with the 


benefits of a better, and more pious education, 


| ſuch as thoſe of this place are particularly called 
.| to, and conſpicuouſly enjoy ; with the conſe- 
| quent advantages of more refined, good and vir- 


tuous ſentiments, whether ſuggeſted by the 1n- 


ternal dictates of his ſpirit, or the intumations of 


their 
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their own natural reaſon, or the injunctions of | qt 
holy writ, or the converſation of well-choſen F* ea 
companions ; bleſſed with more frequent oppor- | ? fej 


(418 tunities of doing good, under the ſeveral occur. | ga 
4 rences of the natural and moral world about | * 
4 them. So, as hath been obſerved, he hath call. : in 
...- ed chriſtians in general, into a covenant of hap- | * ;,,,. 
IHE | pineſs; who are therefore in the ſtrength of | * q 
eaſtern ſcripture-language, tiled by the apoſtle | * x, 
WR the ele, predeſtinated, or fore-ordained to enjoy | * qp,6, 
theſe privileges. But in the great day of ac-| *;,q, 
counts, God will deal impartially with all his} ora 
creatures, and judge them according to the light by a 
and benefits, to which they have been admitted, | hjm 
and the uſe they have made of thoſe benefits | prey: 
Good chriſtians therefore may rejoice in the| q411,/ 
hopes they have obtained, but are not to pre-| xr, 
ſume : bad chriſtians may be juſtly terrified aÞ pj 
their condition, but are not to deſpair. 
lj: It muſt be matter indeed of great fſatisfaCtion| ſaver 
| wy to the ſincere and good believer to conſider, the tb, 
{1.08 that ſo long as he continues to obey the moral, aranc 
and religious precepts of the goſpel, he conti- Bot. 
nues to be of the number of God's favouriteF - 
people, and that 1f he ſhould now die in this 
ſtate, he has well-grounded hopes, that not-F« 
10-8 withſtanding his many human infirmities, yet iſ 
| merciful redeemer il! receive his ſpirit. Sof 
likewiſe} 
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likewiſe muſt the conſcience of the ſinner fre- 
quently ſting him with remorſe, and many un=- 


'* eaſy reflexions, from an inward ſenſe and con- 


ſcionſheſs imprinted, that of whatever congre- 
gation he may be, whilſt he perſiſts in a wicked 
life, he is not in the number of thoſe, who are 
in God's favour : but let him not from thence 
imagine, that he is by any decree abſolutely pre- 
cluded from ever becoming of that number. 
Let him tremble at his preſent condition ; but 


0 | © then let his terror make him ſo much the more 


ot } 
ted, | 


-F "induſtrious, and more earneſt at the throne of 


grace for divine aid to reſcue himſelf out of it, 


by amending his conduct for the future. Let 
-him not ſuffer either a vain curioſity, or the 


prevalence of his own carnal affections, or the 


- deluſions of his ſpiritual adverſaries, or the er- 
*F fors of enthufiaſtick, enſnaring teachers, to drive | 
| him into deſpair, or lift him up into pre- 


| Jumption : but let him immediately ſhake of his 


ourite 
n this 
t not- 
; yet © 


f, vÞ- 
kewik 3 


| flavery to vice, let him awake, and ariſe from 
' the dead, the death of fin, and he hath the aſ- 


ſurance of an apoſtle, that Chrif? ſhall give him 


-Þ Behr. 


In this, and this ſenſe only, according to the 
linguage of our article, can © the godly confide- 
*ration of predeſtination, and election in Chriſt, 
'be full of pleaſant and unſpeakable comfort” 
” G to 


DRE oo ants - = © 


to any; and it can be only ſo «to godly per. 


L 50 3 


« ſons;” that is, to ſuch as can give ſome proof 
of the divine influences of his grace operating 
in them, by the general tendency of their diſpo- 
ſitions to an holy life, and the regular courfe of 
their outward actions; ſuch as find in them- 
ſelves the powers of reaſon, religion, and good 
ſenſe ready to controul the ſenſual appetite ; or, 
in the ſtile of our article, © mortifying the works 
«of the fleſh, and their earthly members, and 
« lifting up their minds to high and heavenly 
< things, and confirming their faith of eternal fal- 
« yation to be enjoyed through Chriſt.” But then 
let this be the only ground of their confidence, 
Let them not flatter themſelves with conceited 
thoughts, and enthuſiaſtick pride of ſer/ib/e im- 
pulſes of the ſpirit, or any other evidence of 
their election, which 1s not founded on ſcrip- 
ture. For vain man ſtudies to delude himſelf; 
and where preſumptuous fancy 1s not ready at 
hand to flatter his conceptions, fore-boding tear 
oitentimes ſteps in between to terrify his mind. 
Hence the tenets and apprehenſions of reproba- 


tion, too far indulged, have been a dangerous Þ 


precipice to deſponding wicked men. 
Permit me then to conclude the whole with 


one obſervation ; far ſcripture warrants it : that 


if we implore the divine grace with a fincerc 
I, | heart, 


[ 5x ] 


heart, and humble faith ; if we are ready to re- 
ceive it with thankfulneſs, and make a proper 
uſe of it,: under a due ſenſe of our own weak- 
neſs, and infirmities, we need not fear, but that 
the fountains of living water will be daily open 
to us, and continue to ſtream forth in never- 
failing currents of benign influence upon thoſe, 
who truly and ſincerely thirſt after righteouſ- 
neſs. For the channels of his favour can be 
ſtopt, or clogged only by the dregs and groſs 
impurities of a corrupt life. But then we muſt 
apply, and wait for the divine favours, under an 
humble ſubmiſſion to divine inſtitutions, and, 
according to the meaſure of grace we have re- 
ceived, ſtudy to conform ourſelves to his will, 
if we defire finally to obtain his promiſes. 
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<« ſons;” that is, to ſuch as can give ſome proof 
of the divine influences of his grace operating 
in them, by the general tendency of their diſpo- 
ſitions to an holy life, and the regular courte of 
their outward ations; ſuch as find in them- 
ſelves the powers of reaſon, religion, and good 
ſenſe ready to controul the ſenſual appetite ; or, 
in the ſtile of our article, © mortifying the works 


. *of the fleſh, and their earthly members, and 
«lifting up their minds to high and heavenly 


« things, and confirming their faith of eternal ſa]- 
« vation to be enjoyed through Chriſt.” But then 
let this be the only ground of their confidence, 
Let them not flatter themſelves with concelted 


thoughts, and enthuſiaſtick pride of /er/ible im- 


pulſes of the ſpirit, or any other evidence of 


their election, which is not founded on ſcrip- 
ture. For vain man ſtudies to delude himſelf; 
and where preſumptuous fancy 1s not ready at 
hand to flatter his conceptions, fore-boding fear 
oſtentimes ſteps in between to terrify his mind. 
Hence the tenets and apprehenfions of reproba- 


tion, too far indulged, have been a dangerous 


precipice to deſponding wicked men. 


Permit me then to conclude the whole with 
one obſervation ; far ſcripture warrants it : that 
if we implore the divine grace with a fincereB 


heart, 
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heart, and humble faith ; if we are ready to re- 
ceive it with thankfulneſs, and make a proper 
uſe of it,: under a due ſenſe of our own weak 
neſs, and infirmities, we need not fear, but that 
the fountains of living water will be daily open 
to us, and continue to ſtream forth in never- 
failing currents of benign influence upon thoſe, 
who truly and ſincerely thirſt after righteouſ- 
neſs. For the channels of his favour can be 
ſtopt, or clogged only by the dregs and groſs 
impurities of a corrupt life. But then we muſt 
apply, and wait for the divine favours, under an 
humble ſubmiſſion to divine inſtitutions, and, 
according to the meaſure of grace we have re- 
ceived, ſtudy to conform ourſelves to his will, 
if we deſire finally to obtain his promiſes. 
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